Three generations of a Tennessee family representing 150 years are presented in their trek westward. The author speculates on the value of cultural transmittal through oral tradition inspiring such families to strike out on their own in an attempt to make history. Spring Valley School was located in Scott Township, Hamilton County, Iowa, a distance of five miles from the town of Ellsworth. This is the personal story of the author's school days in the one room rural schoolhouse so typical of American life. This is nostalgia at its best and a book to be enjoyed by young and old alike. A true credit to its author for preserving one segment of Iowa's heritage. The Wayfarer. By James H. Blackmore. (Raleigh, North Carolina: Edwards and Broughton Company, 1977. 162 pp., $4.25 paper.) This is a novel set in Iowa and written while the author was in Iowa City visiting his wife's relatives. It is not unusual for novels to be conceived in Iowa City (home of the famous Writ-
